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The Second Battle of Ypres 1915 

At the end of April the first German gas attack was launched, this attack 
made a bad hole in the line North East of Ypres; the inhabitants were forced to 
evacuate the whole of the Ypres Salient.  

The lamentable spectacle of the forced retreat of the civilian population at the 

time of when the 3rd Cavalry Division went up to cooperate with the 5th Corps 
during the last week in April can never be forgotten. The entire population 

moving west, taking with them as much of their belongings as they were able to 

carry, drag or drive. It was not an uncommon sight to see a bedridden old man 

or woman lying in a bed which had been hoisted on to the top of a farm cart 
already filled with furniture and belongings of all description. 
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The roads were indeed a sorry sight with farm wagons, carts, carriages, 
cattle, old men, women with children, some in arms, some in perambulators and 
every conceivable form of domestic life moving west, and on the other hand 
troops, cavalry, artillery, limbers and supply lorries moving towards the battle 
area.  

Even with the evacuation being carried out at the pace it was, many 
civilians became the victims of the incessant enemy artillery bombardment. In 
Vlamertinghe a family was evacuating from an estaminet, and had cleared the 
whole premises into a field not far away; during the removal of the last load a 
shell burst over the cart and killed the whole family with the exception of one 
small boy who had both his legs broken. But this is only one instance of the 
horrors of the time. Every village anywhere in or about the Ypres Salient 
witnessed terrible experience for its population, and towards the end of the 
month not only Ypres itself was doomed but every place within the Salient was 
bound to have the same fate. Shell after shell went straight into the ancient City 
of world-wide renown. The tower of the old Cathedral became visibly less day by 
day, the Cloth Hall has almost vanished and when the 8th Cavalry Brigade 
marched through the old City during the night before the memorable 13th May, 
the whole town was in flames and shelled continuously from end to end. 
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The incessant bombardment however failed entirely in its purpose to 
prevent the advance of the British troops or deny the bridge over the river.  

A continual stream of guns, ammunition and supplies passed through 
irrespective of the many casualties which were being caused. The determination, 
so characteristic of the British nation, seemed to be well established, that Ypres 
should be held in the 2nd Battle of Ypres as it was in the 1st Battle of Ypres and 
so it succeeded.  

The prominent part taken in its defence by the 8th Cavalry Brigade 
commencing at the time of the German first gas attack until the attack on the 
Potijze Zonnebecke road on the 13th May is briefly as follows:  

On 23rd April orders were received at 10:30am to turn out at once; at 
1pm the Brigade marched via Hazebrouck, Caestre to Abeele station arriving 
there at 5:30pm and bivouacked in the open. On the following day, 24th April, 
the Brigade moved at 10am via Boischepe to a position of readiness South of 
Vlamertinghe arriving there about noon off saddled and issued an additional 100 
rounds ammunition to each man, and billeted there for the night.  

On 25th April, the Brigade saddled up at 6am "stood to" and at 10:30am 
the Brigade off-saddled at Point 36, 2 1/2 miles SW of Vlamertinghe. At 1pm 
the Brigade moved to Peselhoek North of Poperinghe and remained there for 
about an hour during which time Poperinghe was being heavily shelled. At 
about 6:30pm the Brigade went into billets in the Steenvoorde area, the Essex 
Yeomanry being billeted at Winnezeele. 26th April, saddled up at 6am and 
moved to Brigade rendezvous at Droglanat, and off saddled. At 11:15am saddled 
up and marched to Abeele, off saddled, and remained there until 8:30pm.  

The Brigade then moved to a point 2 miles South of Poperinghe where the 
horses of the whole Brigade were picketed. The Commanding Officer, Adjutant, 
10 squadron officers and 304 NCO's and men, machine gun detachments and A 
Echelon wagons then proceeded to huts at Vlamertinghe arriving there about 
4:15am, Major F Whitmore going on in advance in a car to prepare the billets for 
the Essex Yeomanry.  
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The following day, 27th April at 5pm, the camp and town were heavily 
shelled and some casualties occurred both in men and horses. The horses had to 
be let loose on account of the consistent shelling of the horse lines.  

On 28th April, the camp was again shelled at 9:15am and several NCO's 
and men were wounded. At 12:30am the whole Brigade marched back to their 
horses, saddled up, and moved off at 8:15pm to Abeele, arriving there about 
9:30pm and billeted in that area. The following 4 days were spent at Abeele 
"standing to" ready to move.  

On 3rd May the Brigade moved to Point 35 SW of Vlamertinghe, horses 
pegged down in the open and a dismounted party consisting of 15 officers, 300 
other ranks per regiment marched out at 10pm to a field on the Poperinghe-
Ypres road 1 1/2 miles E of Vlamertinghe, arriving at 1:15am remaining there 
till 4:45am. The rain came down in torrents all this time. The reason for this 
move was that a section of the front line in front of Ypres was being adjusted by 
the infantry and it was necessary to hold a brigade in reserve to meet 
eventualities. The Brigade marched back to the horses arriving at 6:15am, and 
on the following day, 4th May, billeted at and about Houtkerque.  

On 5th May the Brigade marched to Brielen arriving there at about 
7:30pm, dismounted parties consisting of 10 officers and 170 other ranks per 
Regiment marched to the Canal 1/4 mile North of Ypres, the whole dismounted 
party under the command of Lieutenant Colonel E Deacon, Essex Yeomanry, for 
the purpose of digging trenches for the 5th Corps near the Yser Canal. Digging 
commenced at 9:45pm and finished at 1:30am during which time Ypres was 
heavily shelled and a considerable portion of the town became enveloped in 
flames. At 1:45am the dismounted party returned to their horses and then 
marched back to billets arriving about 5:30am.  

On 7th May the Brigade returned to its former billeting area about Sercus, 
the Essex Yeomanry returning to Mt Croquet.  

On 9th May the Brigade proceeded by motor buses to Brielen strength 80 
men per squadron.  
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At Brielen the whole of the 3rd Cavalry Division was concentrated under 
Major General Briggs CB DSO. The huts in which the Division were billeted 
were intermittently shelled both by day and night.  

During the night of 10th May dismounted parties were sent to dig on the 
Ramparts at Ypres.  

On 11th May a party left Brielen at 7pm to take over trenches for the 8th 
Infantry Brigade (60th Rifles and Rifle Brigade) near Hooge Chateau but this 
order was cancelled and the parties returned to huts at about 1:30am.  

On 12th May after dark the Essex Yeomanry under Lieutenant Colonel E 
Deacon were ordered to dig a communication trench at Bellevarde East of the 
reservoir and railway North of the Ypres Menin road close to the GHQ line of 
trenches near Potijze and the remainder of the Brigade went into the GHQ line 
(support trenches) in reserve to the 7th Cavalry Brigade, the 6th Brigade being 
already in the trenches on the right of the 7th Brigade. The trench to be dug was 
a long one, and the time to do it in was short because daylight would not permit 
any work being done above ground. Very heavy machine gun and rifle fire was 
delivered during the night which rendered the task still more difficult and 
frequently the digging parties were forced to lie prone under a storm of rifle and 
machine gun bullets.  

The task was not completed when Lieutenant Colonel Deacon decided to 
withdraw 2 squadrons, the first rays of daylight already beginning to make 
themselves apparent. Major Whitmore was accordingly left to endeavour to 
complete the task with B Squadron under Captain E A Ruggles-Brise. The men 
worked their hardest but daylight appeared, and the task had to be abandoned, 
casualties becoming frequent.  

At dawn on 13th May, the regiment marched to rejoin the remainder of 
the Brigade and the preliminary stages of the German attack began. Major F 
Whitmore was wounded before arriving at the GHQ line.  

Very heavy shelling began at 4am. The bombardment was at first directed 
on the front line on a breadth of about one mile held by the 6th and 7th Cavalry 
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Brigades and the 2nd Dragoon Guards. A dense cloud of smoke hung over the 
whole area, buildings and trenches alike were demolished beyond recognition. 
At about 6am the enemy brought his barrage over the line held by the 8th 
Cavalry Brigade and by 7am the 1st and 2nd Life Guards commenced to retire 
through the lines held by the 8th Brigade. The Essex yeomanry were in the 
support trench just west of the Potizje- Verlorenhoek road on the NE edge of 
Potijze Chateau garden. At about 9am a message was received through the 
telephone from the front line saying "front line absolutely intact" but all the 
same it was evident that a retirement was in progress.  

At midday Colonel Deacon was informed that the Royal Horse Guards, 
and 10th Royal Hussars had been moved forward: consequently the Essex 
Yeomanry were moved into the trenches on the East of the Potijze-Verlorenhoek 
road which had been occupied by the Blues and the 10th Hussars. At about 
1:30pm Brigadier General Bulkeley Johnson ADC who had established his 
Brigade Headquarters in the chateau gardens sent for Lieutenant Colonel 
Deacon and as a result of that interview, the Squadron Leaders were informed 
by Colonel Deacon that a counter-attack was to be undertaken at 2:15pm in 
order to regain the front line which had been occupied by the enemy.  

 The Brigade for the purpose of the attack was disposed as follows:- Royal 
Horse Guards on the right, 10th Royal Hussars on the left and the Essex 
Yeomanry in support. Colonel Deacon ordered C Squadron under Major Roddick 
to act on the right. B Squadron under Captain Ruggles Brise on the left and A 
Squadron under Captain J O Parker in support. The Regiment was to move off in 
10 minutes and take up a line on the right of the 10th Hussars. The 10th 
Hussars, it was thought, were in some trenches half way up the rising ground 
with their right near a White Farm and their left on the road.  

Colonel Deacon gave orders to Major Buxton to take two scouts with him, 
and to report to Lieutenant Colonel Shearman to the effect that the Essex were 
coming up on his right. Major Buxton came under heavy rifle fire from the 
direction of the White Farm, but found Colonel Shearman near the road. Major 
Buxton delivered the message, and Colonel Shearman pointed out to Major 
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Buxton the trenches which were to be his objective and said "That is the trench 
that I am going to take. I shall take it with the greatest ease, there is no doubt 
about it whatever."  

The Essex Yeomanry were by this time running up towards the right of 
the 10th Hussars led by Major Roddick and Captain E A Ruggles Brise, the men 
had bayonets fixed and cheered as they ran for their objective. Major Roddick 
was killed almost instantly. Captain Ruggles Brise continued gallantly at the 
head of his Squadron.  

Lieutenant Colonel Shearman realising that it was not yet the time to 
deliver the attack told Major Buxton to do his utmost to stop the advance of the 
Essex; this he was able to do and the Essex lay down on the right of the 10th 
Hussars. At this moment a group of Germans fled from the positions they were 
holding and someone holloaed "Tally Ho, Yonder They Go". As a response to the 
view holloa, the whole line, the Essex on the right and the 10th Hussars on the 
left, rose as one, and rushed the hill. The going was deep but no one halted until 
the trench was reached as were also a series of holes which the line degenerated 
into on the right. Very heavy casualties were suffered in both regiments. 
Lieutenant Colonel Shearman, 10th Hussars, was killed, also his adjutant, 
Captain Stewart. Lieutenant Colonel Deacon, Essex Yeomanry, was missing, and 
Captain Steele his Adjutant was wounded. The objective, however, was gained, 
and held under very trying conditions. A large amount of German equipment 
was found in the line as was also coffee and sausages. Some prisoners were 
taken.  

The line now held was at once consolidated. Captain E A Ruggles Brise 
and Lieutenant R A Thomson with very few men put up a splendid resistance 
and held on to some ruins just on the right and in front of our line. Major 
Buxton, who was now in command of the Essex Yeomanry, despatched a man 
with a message to get into touch with the Royal Horse Guards on the right, but 
this messenger was instantly killed. Any movement on the part of anybody on 
the right of this line was impossible, and many were killed or wounded in 
attempting to take ground in any direction. A very heavy bombardment with 
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great accuracy was by this time concentrated on to the line now held, and a large 
body of the enemy moved forward from the Verlorenhoek hill. A small dark red 
flag was placed in a trench by the enemy about 150 yards in advance of our line; 
this was doubtless a signal for the enemy's artillery to ascertain the position of 
their front line. The rain fell heavily, and the mud was indescribable, rendering 
rifles unserviceable in a very short time, in fact these had by now become almost 
completely ineffective. After about 2 hours a message came through from the 
10th Hussars to the effect that they were retiring behind the crest and filing out 
of the left end of the trench, Captain E A Ruggles Brise and Lieutenant R A 
Thomson were still gallantly holding on with their small group of men at and 
about the ruined cottages and communication with them was impossible. Their 
only hope of falling back was to wait till after dark. Two of their Officers were 
killed, Lieutenant G P N Reid and Lieutenant A G Swire.  

A general retirement behind the crest was then undertaken, to a position 
on the reverse slope of the hill about 600 yards in rear of the advanced position. 
This line was held until 6pm. The general line taken up by the 2nd Dragoon 
Guards on the left of the 10th Hussars had been maintained throughout, and 
their assistance by thus maintaining their position contributed much towards 
the result of the day's fighting.  

At about 6pm orders were received for the Essex Yeomanry to 
concentrate at a house near the GHQ line on the main road. The 10th Hussars 
took up a support line and then the Essex Yeomanry moved into the GHQ line. 
It was here that the squadrons rallied under Major A Buxton now commanding 
the Regiment. Captain Ruggles Brise, Lieutenant R A Thomson and about 6 
men returned, having remained the whole time holding on to the positions 
which they had captured.  

Wounded men also kept coming in under cover of the darkness. Many 
officers and men were missing, many were known to be killed or wounded. No 
news whatever was forthcoming of Lieutenant Colonel E Deacon. Lieutenants G 
P N Reid, A G Swire and G S Johnston were killed. Captain A Steele, 
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Lieutenants R Edwards and P Holt seriously wounded; Lieutenant V Hine 
slightly wounded.  

 

Second Lieutenant Alexander Glen Swire © IWM (HU 118824) 

Lieutenants Edwards and Holt were brought in a serious condition; no 
trace of Colonel Deacon was ever found. His courage, cheerfulness, and 
unselfish character will always be remembered and his valuable presence as 
Commanding Officer will always be mourned by his devoted followers. Major 
Roddick's cool, level headed leadership of men was an example to follow and the 
respect which he commanded by every man of his Squadron might well be the 
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envy of every soldier. Lieutenants Reid, Swire and Johnston will ever be 
remembered as the real right sort to give confidence to their men, always 
cheerful, never idle.  

The Regiment suffered no less in other ranks than it did in officers. Many 
valuable lives of NCO's and men, if they had been spared, would indeed have 
been assets to the interest of their Regiment in the battles to follow.  

 

In the Special Order which was issued by the Brigadier General 
Commanding the 8th Cavalry Brigade which was published immediately after 
the action, and which appears later, a special paragraph was inserted referring to 
the gallant stand made by Captain E A Ruggles Brise as follows: “The behaviour 
of the Squadron which maintained its position in the ruined houses, although 
cut off, until after dark and its subsequent withdrawal in good order was 
especially meritorious.”  	

Regimental Orders by Major A Buxton dated 16th May 1915 
contained the following commendations:- 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Major A Roddick – for the pace and dash with which he led the attack.  	

Captain E A Ruggles Brise, Lieutenant R A Thomson, Sergeant Howard, Lance 
Corporal Wardell and Private Lucy – for their gallantry in holding an advanced 
position in some ruined houses until dark and after they had been cut off.	

Corporal Frost, Privates Schweir, Johnson and Dean – for stretcher bearing 
under heavy fire.	

Privates Abbott and Wear - for bravery and coolness in action.  	

Privates Holland and Bates – for useful reconnaissance and coolness in action.  	

The following are also mentioned as having been noticed doing especially 
good work:-  	

Sergeants Hodge, Pritchard, Ledger and Walker. 	
Corporals Bird and Bosworth. 	
Lance Corporals Turnell, Seabrook and Rex. 	
Privates Middlecoat, Smart, Skinner, Tompkins and Anning.  	

The total casualties in the Essex Yeomanry were as follows:   

 
 Killed Wounded Missing 

Officers 4 5 1 
Other ranks 47 86 18 

Total 51 91 19 
 

Total Casualties: 161  
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Chapter 2 

Letters 

Transcript of a letter from Major A Buxton to  Mrs Deacon from the 
papers of Sir Francis Whitmore  

Sunday 18th May 1915  

My Dear Mrs Deacon  

I have got your letter, we are now back at the huts. I have no more news for you. I 
have tried questioning all I can think of and I can get nothing. I have heard from the 
Adjutant but he throws no light, he went off to the right from Ned, came back to where Ned 
had been with a small party and found him gone and no sign of him.  
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I hear most of the Adjutant’s party were hit or killed, in fact I think none of them got 
back untouched. I will try and tell you what happened as far as I saw it and can learn. (copy 
of map drawn by Major Tony Buxton as part of his letter) After digging to the right of B we 
came back to GHQ Lines of support trenches at 3.00am. The Germans started shelling us 
and the advanced line at 4.00am and did so all day. They drove in the advanced line from A 
to B and our Brigade had to counter attack to take it at 2.15pm. We got back to about A C 
but the Blues got held up near B. and never joined up with the Essex who were in the middle. 
The 10th on the left with their left on the road. At 2.10pm I ran up to the 10th who had got 
about to D and told the Commanding Officer the EY were going up on his right. This they 
did at 2.20pm.  

The Commanding Officer 10th said “Stop them and make them lie down on my 
right, we must not start until 2.30pm.”  

Just as the EY were lying down, we saw the Germans bolt and the 10th and EY then 
ran on in line up to A - C. It was all so quick. I had no time to change my position i.e. on my 
right of 10th and left of Essex and ran straight on from there till I got into the line of holes 
or dug outs at A C.  

Once there, the German shelling began, there was no lateral communicating trench 
and anyone above ground was killed at once and all one could do was jump up or crawl from 
hole to hole. We tried to keep up communication from left to right by passing messages but 
the noise was awful and there was no question of anyone running down the line from left to 
right to find where anyone was.  

I understand that Ned was nearly on the right of our line and sent Steele further to 
the right to try and get in touch with the Blues which no one ever succeeded in doing.  

After about 1 1/2 hours I saw some of the Essex crawling back on my right, the men 
by me did not move nor did the 10th but I could not stop men on the right and did not know 
who had ordered men to go. Possibly Ned or some other officer did but owing to a slight 
hump in the ground I could only see about 50 yards to me right.  

I had no idea where Ned or any other officer was at the moment except Captain 
Thompson and I soon lost sight of him behind a house.  
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After some time longer seeing that both our flanks were exposed and our rifles all 
jammed, the 10th and few with me retired and joined with the other survivors in a trench at 
D where we reformed and sat tight.  

Edward Ruggles Brise unknown to us with Thompson were still in front of the houses 
between A and C and stuck to them until after dark when they retired having done a very 
fine thing indeed in hanging on alone, they had very few survivors, none of them had seen 
Ned after the start.  

A line was then reformed and dug about on a line of xxx but the ground about A C B 
was occupied by a few parties of snipers of both sides. This ground was searched as well as 
possible but the snipers made searching very difficult and the only bit really well searched by 
us, in fact the only bit it was possible to really thoroughly search was from GHQ to the line 
of xxx.  

It is all so uncertain, I do not like to offer any opinion as to what happened to Ned. 
Over 50% of us were hit or killed and in some cases little parties were simply wiped out by a 
shell.  

This is an awful letter but I have tried to tell you all I know and explain the 
difficulties of communicating with anyone and also of the lack of evidence as to what 
happened.  

The only man I can think of who could tell more is Goody. I don’t know where he was 
taken after the dressing station but probably his people have been informed by now.  

Don’t believe anything you see in the papers. I have seen the Essex County Standard 
full of idiotic reports and stories. It might, I think be worth trying to get the War Office to 
make enquiries through the American Ambassador at Berlin about the action between 
Potizge and Verloreeinhoek NE of Ypres on the afternoon of May 13th as to whether the 
Germans found Ned dead or alive.  

If they found him alive I should not myself fear that they would treat him badly. I 
wish I could help more but I think the only way to do it is to get someone to go personally to 
the War Office.  
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Having written all this I feel it is about as cruel a letter as I could write but I know I 
would rather be told all that was known so I tell you all I know.  

Yours 

Tony 

Transcript of a letter from Tony Buxton to Francis Whitmore dated 
15th May 1915 from the papers of Francis Whitmore  

 My Dear Francis I wonder where you are and how you are.  

After being shelled hard all that morning and hearing the front line had been shelled 
out of their trenches in front of us, the Brigade was ordered to make a counter attack at 2:15 
and retake the lost trenches at all costs.  

The 10th and Blues had gone out to positions of readiness at 2:10. The EY started to 
reinforce on the right of 10th and left of Blues. I had run on ahead to Sherman to tell him we 
were coming.  

The EY arrived running at a great pace and as they got level with the 10th the 
Germans bolted in a big group of about 50 from about 400 yards ahead.  

The 10th got up and the whole line ran on together to the German trench, yelling 
hunting noises and shooting but losing heavily. Once in the rough dugouts the Germans had 
occupied, they shelled us to pieces for hours. Edward was slightly ahead round the front of 
some ruined houses out of sight of the rest of the line. C and A retired about 5.00 but the 
10th held on longer. I was just on their right and from about 5pm onwards could see nothing 
of B, only Germans in front of where EY had been. Really the remnants of B were stuck there 
under Edward and Pa Thompson. The few men with me and 10th retired about 6 or 7 
heavily shot at and the rest of B in the dark all to a line of dugouts in front of GHQ lines.  

Our casualties were Killed Roddick Johnson Swire Reid Missing The Colonel (I think 
he must be dead) Wounded Steele Edwards Holt Hine  

  Men Killed 33   Wounded and missing 118  



 © Essex Yeomanry Association 2018 
 

16 

 The General says it was the most wonderful attack he has seen in the war but he 
always felt it was hopeless in daylight but was ordered to do it at once to stop the Germans 
somehow which we did, otherwise they would have cut off the infantry round Zillebecke.  

I am in command at the moment. We are reserve at the huts at Vlamertinghe. No 
time for more.  	

Yours Tony  

 

Transcript of a letter from Major Tony Buxton to  Sir Francis 
Whitmore dated 17th May 1915  

EY  

17May1915  

Dear Francis  

It was such a relief to those of us who were left behind to hear that your wound was 
fairly light.  

The losses in the Regiment are terrible, and especially that no news can be heard of 
the Colonel.  

Since the action Dick, Frank, Meyer and I have joined the Regiment in the huts, but I 
suppose we shall all return before long.  

The Regiment will be sadly changed after this. I hope we may soon see you back quite 
fit again.  

Yours ever 

Tony Buxton 
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Transcript of a letter from Major Tony Buxton to his sister May 1915 
 from the papers of Sir Francis Whitmore  

My Dear Theresa  

There is no news to say. We are sending working parties to improve approaches to 
Wipers bridges chiefly as an excuse for giving the men something to do. The rest of us are 
going to build an absolutely first class dugout with all the latest improvements.  
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I think the Boches have mostly gone south taking their heavy artillery with them or 
else they are being very low. I never saw such a sight as Wipers. It was bombarded to pieces 
and since then has been set on fire by us to improve shooting positions, clear streets and stop 
smells and it is now a mere heap of ruins with a few bits of houses sticking up in it. Entirely 
deserted except for a few horses’ carcasses being burnt - I wonder where you in England 
imagine the line is around Wipers. The papers give us endless amusement. They are 
hopelessly wrong. Our fight was just SE of the road from Potijze to Verlorenhoek and we 
ran up from the Potijze Brook on to the top of the low hill which is about 2/3 of the way to 
Verlorenhoek – as the Germans had made a hole and driven in the front line on that hill. To 
the left i.e. N of the road the Bays in the first line held their ground – so did the Leicester 
Yeomanry further to the right, though they were nearly all killed.  

Our search party failed to find any trace of Ned.  

The line runs just N of Wieltje then 1⁄2 way between Potijze and Verloenhoek to the 
lake just N of Hooge after which it follows the old line through the wood between Zillebeke 
and Klein Zillebeke to St Eloi. The Germans have got Hill 60 though we don’t say much 
about that in the papers but, as I said before, you must hear the German wireless if you want 
to know the truth.  

Clarence has just rolled up, full of fun. Apparently his battery is continually woken 
up at night by the arrival of Turkos who have run away from the Germans at least 15 miles 
without stopping. He amuses himself at odd moments by riding over a point to point course 
at Dickebusch.  

Some say we go home to our horses tomorrow. I doubt it myself but we shall see.  

We all mess together now and are a cheery party but every now and then one catches 
someone’s eye sitting still and thinking about that beastly nightmare of shells and mud and 
dead things.  

During the terrific bombardment of the Chateau Garden at Potizje before our attack, 
a nightingale who must have had hundreds of shells past her nose, never stopped singing for 
a moment.   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Transcript of a letter from Major Tony Buxton to Edward North 
Buxton, his father, received on 18th May 1915 from the papers of Sir 

Francis Whitmore  

 My Dear Father  

We have been moved back into huts in reserve and are resting and getting more 
officers up. I do not know how long we shall be here. I am at present in command of the 
Regiment.  

On May 13th we reached, after digging trenches in front all night, some support 
trenches about 3am. From 5am till 1pm we were heavily and continuously shelled and the 
trenches in front were so much shelled that a section were evacuated. We were told about 
2pm that our Brigade was to counter attack in 10 minutes. The Blues and 10th moved out 
to seize two farms ahead of our support line and at 2:12pm I went on with two scouts to see 
OC 10th and tell him the EY were coming under his orders in support 2:15pm.  

I ran all the way 400 yards and was sniped and shelled and ran up and down ditches 
like a hunted fox but got there. OC 10th said "I am not starting till 2:30pm". The EY 
arrived running like stags to level with the 10th at 2:18pm and I had to run down and stop 
them going further. But the Germans had seen them and bolted for all they were worth - so 
up we all got, EY and 10th and with fixed bayonets all raced on as hard as we could making 
hunting noises. Shrapnel, high explosives and everything bursting all round and the 
Germans running ahead. Our people kept stopping for a second to shoot and run but I don't 
think we hit them at all. We reached their line of dug outs and got in and made a rough line 
and then they began to shell us absolutely accurately at once with big guns. It was awful - 
huge shells bursting all round every second and making enormous holes. In the hole I got into 
was a German haversack, water-bottle, bread, coffee and helmet and spade. I made use of all 
of them. We lay there for hours and then I saw our right retiring - Edward Ruggles-Brise 
and Thompson were on my right front in some houses. I saw them for a bit but after a long 
time they all disappeared and I thought they had gone. Really they were there - or what was 
left of them - all the time.  

Then about 6pm or 7pm I retired with the 10th and some of ours through such a 
storm of bullets and shells that there seemed no space. Edward and party came in late at 
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8:30pm having held on to their houses till after dark. He ought to get a DSO and I should 
think will.  

I think I told you casualties - 160 out of 307. A ghastly business but they say we 
stopped them getting through and cutting off all the men east of Ypres. We can never have 
anything worse which is something. Running up was great fun but the rest was unmitigated 
hell. I don't know if we shall get back to B Echelon or not. Bob Edwards has been shot, I 
think in the upper jaw and leg. Percy Holt bad face wound. No news whatever of Ned 
Deacon, but I think he must be dead.  

Yours Tony  

PS: The 3rd Cavalry Division have lost about 50%. I think or more. Position still 
very critical but French doing well in the South.  

 

Transcript of a letter from Major Tony Buxton to  Sir Francis 
Whitmore dated 25th May 1915 

25th May 1915 

My Dear Francis 

Very many thanks for your letter of the 19th. I am delighted to hear you are getting 
on alright. 

I don’t think I can tell you much more than what I told you in my last written I think 
to Orsett. 

Today a letter has come in from Chesham about Siddons. He says that during the 
retirement he (Chesham) was wounded and that at great personal risk Siddons stayed with 
him and got him in and behaved magnificently. I have written to the Brigade recommending 
him for special gallantry and enclosed Chesham’s letter. 

Re Ned as you know someone has written home saying he was seen led off between 2 
German officers. Otherwise we have no news, I trust work going on. 
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I expect you will have seen the casualties up now. Killed 4 Officers and 35 men. 
Wounded 5 officers 91 men. Missing 1 officer and 11 men. 

We haven't got the draft yet. We are back here waiting for them at Mt Croquet and 
getting everything as ready as we can. I hear the 2nd and 1st Divisions have had awful 
casualties especially from gas the last two nights. 

I wish the authorities would lump it and come back to a straight line behind Ypres.  

C Squadron NCO’s are terribly hard hit. Sergeant Howard of B was specially 
gallant and brilliant. 

I have got leave for Charlie Round and getting it for Pa Thompson. Special leave 72 
hours as they both need a rest and were much shaken. It was strange the different way it 
affected people. Charlie Round at once. Pa not for about 4 days. Edward after about 6 days. 
He however is quite right again. 

Jack Parker was exactly the same and not affected at all either at the time or after. 
John Green the same. 

The General has been away but I believe gets back tomorrow. So has old Hardy. They 
have both been awfully kind to me. Horace was hit in the wrist. 

The country here looks lovely after those filthy huts at Vlamertinghe. The old 
German who we called David fired 10 shots at us each day but one after which he had two 
goes of 10 next day. Luckily his range was 100 yards out. No one ever told him so and they 
all fell on a line parallel with the road by the huts but 100 yards to the side of it in the fields. 

No time for more. 

Yours  

Tony 

 

Transcript of a letter from Major Tony Buxton to Captain Steele 
(Adjutant) 22nd May 1915 
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22nd May 1915 

My Dear Adam 

I was delighted to get your letter yesterday. We were kept in the trenches at 
Vlamertinghe till last night, and came back to Mt Croquet in motor buses. We held the GHQ 
lines on the night of 13th and all 14th and were then relieved. My story is as follows. 

I ran up to the 10th doubling in and out of a fence like a beat fox, sniped all the time 
from the farm with the green shutters but un-hit, so were Bates and Holland. I gave my 
message to Shearman at about 2.17pm. He said “There are the trenches I am going to take. I 
shall take them quite easily, there is no doubt of it whatever.” He looked splendid standing 
up in his trench pointing this out with his little stick. In about two minutes, up came the 
Essex on the right of the 10th. Shearman said “I must not start till 2.30. Stop them, make 
them lie down.” I shouted but Edward didn’t hear till I ran down the line and stopped him. 
As they lay down one of the 10th said “The Germans are bolting” and I saw them running 
like stags about 400 yards off in a trench. Then the 10th and Essex all ran on abreast and I 
saw Edward and Andrew on my right all three of us making hunting noises. I was with the 
right-hand men of the 10th and the left-hand men of the Essex. We ran all the way to the 
line of dugouts that the Germans bolted from. I got into them behind the left-hand of two 
ruined houses. Edward ran on into the houses with Pa and Glen on my right front and got 
into shell holes and things, losing very heavily. The rest were roughly in line with me on the 
right, the 10th on my left and the Blues nowhere to be seen. In five minutes the shelling 
began, absolutely accurate at once. There were tons of German equipment and two Germans 
in our bit. I ate German bread and drank German coffee and dug in with a German spade. 
As we arrived, one German was squatting in a dugout ten yards to my left and another ran 
out in his shirt sleeves with a bandage round his head from a hole behind. He ran up to the 
10th shouting “Kamarad” crying like a kitten. Both were taken into the dugouts or rather 
holes. After about an hour, I saw some of our men crawling back and I yelled at them not to 
move but they continued to retire. Then I saw Pa Thompson in the building and one other of 
B, also two of A squadron and Sergeant Ledger crawling about near me. Ledger I sent off 
trying to get into communication with the Blues but he failed. He was awfully cheerful and 
brave but the poor chap got killed. Pa and the other men disappeared and I thought they had 
all gone or been shot as I could see no more in the houses and the Germans were creeping up 
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and sniping hard. As a matter of fact, they had all got into holes out of sight of me in front 
of the houses and with about one rifle that went off every other time and never more than 
once at a time, they kept killing German snipers and generally keeping them back. At I 
suppose about 6pm we could get no touch with anyone on our right or left and our rifles were 
all jammed and the 10th filed out from the left of their line. I followed with about 5 or 6 
men and we bolted back through a perfect tornado to a line of dug outs where the 10th were. 
The Essex Yeomanry came up into line with them by the White Farm with the green shutters 
where there were some more Essex. I found Jack Parker and John Green there quite cool and 
collected. Wounded men dribbled back and we sat there till after dark when we walked back 
to GHQ leaving some of the 10th under Bethell and one of the 10th Officers to prolong the 
line of the Bays who had hung on the right. The Germans never came on and Edward came 
on with his little party after dark. I had no idea he was still there or should not have retired 
before but it was impossible to see or to move and the houses stopped me seeing anything. I 
hope he and Pa will get DSO”s no one could deserve it more and their men were magnificent. 
Shearman was killed also Stewart and Crighton wounded. The Blues lost very heavily but 
Tweedmouth is alright. The General was awfully complimentary and said it was the finest 
attack he had seen in the war and that by holding up the Germans we got time to form a 
proper line and frightened them out of coming through the gap and so cutting off all the 
infantry about Zillebecke. We were all properly shaken up. It affected Edward and Pa three 
or four days later. Jack Parker never turned a hair and John Green hardly at all. Charlie 
Round is all right but very shaken and nervy. Croxon died in hospital. Hughes is home and 
will, I think, recover. Sergeants Draper, Clark and Newman were killed. We lost 52%, the 
other two regiments just under 50%. The Blues were far to our right and I don’t think their 
Germans bolted like ours did. 

No definite news of the poor Colonel. We sent out search parties but have found 
nothing and the ground on the top of the hill was continually and heavily sniped by both 
sides. 

Geoffrey Reid and Andrew, Gen Swire and Johnner were killed. Percy badly hit on 
the face but will I think recover. Victor Hine slight wound and home. Bob was not recovered 
for about 36 hours but is alright or will be but a nasty wound in the face and of course 
terrible exposure. 
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The only news we could get of the Colonel was that Goody came through wounded 
very frightened and half off his head and said that the Colonel was wounded we don’t know 
where. 

I think it was the pace at which Andrew and Edward ran up that hill that set the 
Germans on the run for they bolted before the 10th moved forward with us. 

Old Plum has been made Brigade A Echelon Officer because of the splendid work he 
did. The General said he has been absolutely invaluable and brilliant in all of his office 
arrangements. They can’t say too much good about him. 

Our stretcher bearers were splendid and worked very hard, especially Frost, Schweir 
and Howard. Sergeant Howard of B was as cool as a cucumber and helped Edward no end. 
So did Wardill. Frank Meyer is temporarily Adjutant and doing splendidly., 

We are now refitting and hope to have the draft out in a day or two, officers and all. 
The General has gone off today for two or three days and will see us at the end of that time. 

Yours 

Tony 

 

Transcript of a letter to Sir Francis Whitmore from  Captain A R 
Steele dated 25th May 1915 

Mrs Falkner’s Hospital  

6 Montpelier Square 

My Dear Whitmore 

Just a line to let you know I am here, for how long I have no idea but probably a 
fortnight or so. I was shot in the back and appear to have been lucky as nothing that 
mattered much was touched thought the bullet was very close to many things. 

I would rather talk to you one day about the 13th than write it. It was very 
disastrous for the Essex Yeomanry. All the careful teaching about everyone knowing where 
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to go rather the object was etc., was thrown to the winds and we just went out knowing 
little or nothing and no one but the Squadron Leaders knew anything neither did I, or little. I 
only hope the men have not lost confidence; though from the few I spoke to in hospital at 
Versailles I fear they have a little, as they all said that no one seemed to know what was 
going on. What happened to the Colonel, I don’t know. After going about 3 / 4 mile he sent 
me off to the right to stop some of our men firing willy. I went and only found very few so 
collected Charlie Round and Percy each with about 4 men and when I got back (in about 1 / 
4 hour) the Colonel had gone and everyone else and had left no instructions for me. I never 
saw him again. I collected Geoffrey and two of his men and three or four others and it was 
during that time that Geoffrey, Sergeant Clarke, Sergeant Newman and two others were 
killed and Percy had his face shot away, but I believe he got away afterwards. 

I wonder where you are. This will reach you some time no doubt. I hope you are 
getting on well and that there will be no complications. You are badly wanted out there I 
expect. My kind regards to your wife, I hope to see you some time before long; when I leave 
here. Harlow will find this. 

Yours ever 

A R Steele 

  

Transcript of a letter from Lieutenant Robert Edwards to  Sir 
Francis Whitmore (undated) 

No 1 General Hospital 

Camberwell 

Dear Francis 

I hope you are going on well. We spent a very interesting night the night you were hit 
and ionly in the morning they plastered the front line and GHQ line for 2 hours. The RHG 
and 10th RH led an attack and going up to support the centre we got into the devil of a lot of 
shell and rifle fire. I cannot tell you much that happened except that after stopping two 
bullets, one I the head and one in the leg, they biffed me over with one in the face. 
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 Well anyway, here I am so it cannot be helped. I hope you are coming on well. A 
letter from Beale Colvin has just told me where you are. 

Regards 

Robert Edwards 

  

 

Transcript of a letter from QMS Robert Allen to his wife,  mother 
and all dated 17th May 1915  

Somewhere in Belgium  

17th May 1915  

My dear Wife, Mother and all  

Just a line to let you know that I am still quite well, also Roland (Archer), Len 
(Curle) and Billy (Riggs).  

We have just got a dispatch in from the Brigadier General. We had in our Regiment 
160 casualties. The Colonel wounded still missing, Major Whitmore wounded, Captain and 
Adjutant Steele seriously wounded, our gallant Major, God rest his soul killed, shot through 
the heart, Lieutenants Johnson, Reid and Swire killed, Lieutenants Edwards, Holt and Hine 
wounded. Sergeants Jack Draper, Tommy Clark, Pearce and Newman killed, Sergeants 
Brock and Corporal Ted Glue seriously wounded, Corporal Deveral wounded in the thigh.  

Altogether 103 wounded, 32 killed and the remainder missing.  

The Brigadier says it was a most brilliant charge and magnificent piece of work and 
we saved the position, as if they had not done it so thoroughly the whole 27th Division 
would have been cut up.  

The following is a message from the GOC 2nd Army. "Express my appreciation of 
the magnificent spirit shown by the troops today (13th) and for the way in which they stuck 
to their positions.”  
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From the Commander in Chief of the Allied Forces, General Joffre expresses to the 
Lieutenant General Commanding 5th Army Corps, his admiration and congratulation on 
the gallant stand, and they have made the following commendations of officers, NCO's and 
men, specially commended for their conduct in the action of the 13th. Major Roddick for the 
pace and dash in which he led the attack, Captain Ruggles Brise, Lieutenant Thompson, 
Sergeant Howard, Lance Corporal Underhill and Private Smy for gallantry in holding an 
advanced position until after dark when they had been cut off: Corporal Frost, Privates 
Schweir, Johnson and Dean for gallant stretcher work under heavy fire, Privates Abbott, 
Anning and Weir for bravery and coolness in action and the following for especially good 
work - Sergeants Hodge, Pritchard and Ledger (dead), H Walker, Corporal Bride (dead), 
Lance Corporal Turville, Seabrook and Wrist, Privates Cornish, Holton, Manning, 
Medlicott, Ernest Skinner, Tompkins, and Corporal Freddie Bosworth.  

We are still within the sound of heavy guns but are out of range I think. The German 
papers claim a victory on the 15th but our boys beat them and made a name for us all. God 
bless them. No trace of poor Len Butcher or Tod Diggens yet.  

From Bob 

 

Transcript of a letter to Francis Whitmore dated 21st May 1915 from 
2nd Lieutenant Charlie Gilbey from the papers of Sir Francis Whitmore  

Dear Francis  

I am so glad to hear you are going on well and hope to be back again in a few weeks 
time. It was bad luck getting wounded as early as you did as I know how much you would 
have liked being with the Regiment when they made their charge.  

I was very disappointed having to be left behind, it was worst luck. I should have 
given anything to have been with them. I have since rejoined the Regiment at the huts. We 
are still in support but expect to go back to billets any day now. We could not have been 
more unfortunate in the officers we lost. The Yeomanry will never be the same without them.  

I am looking forward to the new draft arriving so that we can get to work and be 
ready to fight again as soon as possible.  
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You must make haste and get well.  With kindest regards to Mrs Whitmore and a 
speedy recovery.  

Yours very sincerely  

Charlie Gilbey 

 

Transcript of a letter to Francis Whitmore from  Captain James 
McArthur A.V.C 

 

Tuesday 

Dear Major Whitmore 

I am enclosing your letters to Orsett as I hear that you were likely to get to England. 

We are all awfully sorry to hear you had the misfortune to get wounded. 

The tidings of last week were very sad and we will miss many friends in the 
Regiment. 

I suspect Major Buxton has sent you all details. 

Round and Thompson have come down, they are unwounded but with nerves very 
much shattered. 

There was no news of the Colonel last night. I am afraid he must be killed. I feel very 
sorry for Mrs Deacon as they always seemed very devoted to one another. The loss will be 
very great. We do not expect Regiment down for several days. 

They are back in Huts. 

What is the best thing to arrange about the Colonel’s horses. I have an idea that if 
anything serious has happened, Mrs Deacon might like to get “Option” back. In the 
meantime, I will look after him. 
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I trust we will soon see you back again as fit as possible. 

With kind regards 

James McArthur 

 

 

Transcript of a letter to Sir Francis Whitmore from Parker Wedd  

27th May 1915  

My Dear Whitmore  

I hope that your operation on Tuesday was entirely successful and that you are now 
free from lead. We have heard of or from everybody now in hospital. Bob is badly smashed 
up at No 1 General Camberwell, which I fancy must be Kings College Hospital.  

Tony heard that Mrs Edwards had found him difficult to understand which is not 
surprising as his jaw is broken, and his teeth gone, he is also suffering apparently from right 
sided paralysis, which apparently is becoming less.  

We heard also from Percy who managed to write to Dick from his Hospital at 
Boulogne. Croxon died in Hospital at Boulogne, his Father was warned that he was very 
seriously sick.  

R.Q.M.S. Curle returned from leave this morning and reported that you were at St 
Georges Hospital, but as you wrote from Sister Agnes’, I am directing this to you there.  

 Giddings says that he believes that your pillow is in your valise, he will make sure, 
and if it is not there, I will have it put there.  

The 2nd Division is up now, your horses look well, and we are gradually getting 
things as ship shape as possible here, but as the draft has not yet sailed, and is I believe not 
ordered to do so until Tuesday, we are overburdened with horses to look after.  

With all best wishes for a speedy and pleasant convalescence.  
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Yours sincerely 

Parker Wedd 

Kindest regards to Mrs Whitmore who will I am sure not be entirely happy until she 
gets you discharged from hospital, transferred to her own care.  

 

Transcript of a letter from Guy Gold to Francis Whitmore dated 31st 
May 1915 from the papers of Sir Francis Whitmore  

Monday 31st May 1915 

My Dear Francis 

I re-joined what remains of the old Regiment at the same place as I left them, and 
heard that they were under orders to go up to the trenches with the Brigade on Saturday 
morning. We could only supply 149 and I sent these under Tony’s charge, as I don’t want to 
overdo my knee for a week or so. Our boys are not in the trenches, but in cellars under the 
ramparts of the old familiar town. We hear that the Cavalry are really to be relieved on the 
2nd  or 5th and not to be used in trenches again – till next time I suppose.  

I cannot find anyone here who can give us any information of Ned, but when the boys 
return from the trenches I will ask them at a full strength parade.  

Pa seems a bit knocked up and had started for leave with Farrell, last Thursday, but 
was stopped at Ebblingham St, as all leave was suddenly stopped. The others seem fit. 
Charlie R. has been on leave and is due back this morning.  

The party who have gone up to Y were all fresh new men bar Tony and about 3 
others. I sent Dick, Jolliffe, Charlie G and Tom. Plum went as Brigade Transport Officer.  

Your letter written 29th  has just arrived (the posts seem greatly improved). I am 
very sorry to read that your wound is likely to take such a long time to get right, though I 
cannot say I am surprised. It is no use trying to hurry it up and I am sure you will get back as 
soon as you can. The weather here is lovely and I notice a very great change in the look of the 
country, after 5 weeks absence.  
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I had a look round the horses, in the lines, on Saturday. They look well. We have 
heard nothing official about the draft; but on Saturday the officer and machine gun section 
of the Yorkshire Hussars and 1 Vickers Gun arrived here to be attached to us; they brought 
no horses, so are helpful in looking after ours.  

 I have not moved to HQ yet, but shall do so in a day or so. I spend most of the day 
there, or rather here, as I write this in the old mess room. Unless I hear from you before the 
6th, I shall send all your kit home. I have ordered it to be aired.  

Best wishes to you for a speedy recovery.  

Yours ever 

Guy G Gold 

 

Transcript of a letter from Percy Holt to Francis Whitmore undated 
1915 from the papers of Sir Francis Whitmore  

3rd London Hospital  

Wandsworth  

My Dear Francis  

Very many thanks for your kind letter which I was glad to get.  

I am getting on famously now and have been outside twice now. I was hit at the side 
of my nose and the bullet nicked against a molar tooth and came out through my left eye.  

I shall come and see you soon as I will be out soon. Yes we had a dreadful time but 
the men were splendid and all as cool as anything.  

I have just heard from Steele, he appears to be going on well. This is rather a nice 
place here and the wards are long huts in the gardens of a big school, awfully nice and cool 
and quiet.  

I hear Guy has gone out again now. I have got to attend a board in 3 months’ time so 
I won’t be back again for some time. I do hope you are getting on well.  
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I should think it painful to be hurt in the back and must hurt to lie on. Wishing you a 
speedy recovery.  

Yours ever  

Percy Holt 

 

Transcript of a letter from E A Ruggles-Brise to Francis Whitmore 
dated 26th May 1915 from the papers of Sir Francis Whitmore  

Wednesday 26th May 1915  

 My Dear Francis  

A thousand thanks for your kind letter, which has just reached me, but I am more 
sorry than I can say to hear that your wound is more serious than we had thought, and that 
the bullet is not yet out, though I trust by the time you get this that you will have got rid of it 
successfully, and be able to take a turn for the better, and that it will not be long before you 
can join us again. I am sending this by Pa, who starts for leave tonight or tomorrow and is 
coming to see you directly on reaching London. He (Pa) was exceptionally cool and brave 
during the action, and the courage also of the men absolutely amazed me, and is the one 
happy recollection of that fight, though I grieve to say most of those I especially noticed were 
subsequently killed on either side of me under my eyes, but the memory of their bravery will 
always be with me and has given me more faith in the yeoman than I could ever have 
attained to even in my wildest dreams!  

As to my own part in the show, it was only just what everybody else did, and no 
more, so if you hear any rot to the contrary please don’t believe it – I mean this – poor Ned, I 
don’t even let myself hope, but still there may be the chance.  

Do hurry up and get well soon.  

Yours ever  

Edward 
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Transcript of a letter from QM Sayer to Francis Whitmore dated 
29th May 2015 from the papers of Sir Francis Whitmore  

Dear Major  

I was very grieved to hear you were hit, but more than thankful it was no worse. I 
hope you will have a speedy recovery and not feel any after effects. I should have written to 
you earlier but my time has been fully occupied refitting the Regiment.  

I went up to ----------- on the 16th May to see what I could do but had to hasten back 
strip “B” Echelon for arms and kits to replace deficiencies. Some of the men had lost 
everything. Now they are all fitted up once more and gone up again today as one squadron 
under Major Buxton, we expect them to be away about a week. Your horses and kit I knew 
you would wish for me to look after everything which I have done. The horses all look 
wonderfully well still at the same place outside. I will keep everything until your return. 
Everybody hopes that may be soon now the Colonel has gone. I do wish we could get some 
information about him, it must be a terrible blow to Mrs Deacon. I am sending all the 
Colonel’s kit home on Monday next. Please write me anything you may wish for me to do 
with your horses or kit at any time. I am going to keep your cloths aired.  

I hope you are feeling better since your operation, it was a blessing it was no worse. 
Again wishing you a speedy recovery.  

Yours sincerely  

Edward Sayer 

 

Transcript of a Letter from Lieutenant General Sir Julian Byng (later 
Lord Byng of Vimy) to his wife Lady Byng from the papers of Sir Francis 

Whitmore  

22nd May 1915  

They have made me temporary Lieutenant General, very kind of them but I was quite 
happy where I was. I have had absolutely no time to write anything in the shape of a letter as 
they gave me command of nearly all the lines East of Ypres on the 15th so as to relieve Snow 
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and Bulfin who needed a rest badly. I held the line with the Cavalry Corps, two Brigades of 
the 28th Division, and two Brigades of Territorials.  

So far it has gone all right and I was relieved of half my line last night but take it up 
again tomorrow 23rd till the 28th when I hope they will bring the Cavalry back to their 
horses. Of course the 3rd Cavalry Division were very much reduced after the 13th but they 
stood their casualties splendidly and are as cheery as ever again. Everyone is talking of the 
counter-attack of the Blues, 10th Hussars and Essex Yeomanry. When it went through our 
trench line the men of the 80th Brigade on its right and the 1st Cavalry Division on its left 
rushed out to join it. The Germans never stood for a second and ran so fast that most of them 
escaped, but the chorus of howitzers on our men caused the awful losses.  

Shaver (Lieutenant Colonel Shearman), Captain Stewart (the Adjutant) and Clem 
(Major Mitford) were all killed in front of the Regiment (10th) and poor Deacon (Essex 
Yeomanry CO) was killed in front of his Regiment. We can't find his body, so I am afraid 
that he was blown to pieces. Charlie Crichton was splendid, but I told you about him already 
(with his leg crushed he refused to be touched and propped up against a sandbag continued 
to command the Regiment, so long as it was in reach of his voice. He wasn't taken back till 
nightfall)  

Francis Whitmore with the Essex was also admirable. I went down to the Regiment 
afterwards and told them I was proud of having been a 10th Hussar. They told me they were 
too, so we all agreed.  

Temporarily, I have got them to let Billy Stanley command until Charlie or Giblet 
(Major Gibbs) can get back. It has been very hard work up here and a great deal of 
responsibility. One doesn't get to bed till late as there is always a good of deal of shooting of 
an evening and the Boches never stop bombarding Ypres and its roads. But as we only use 
them for ambulances and rations of an evening it has next to no effects.  

I suppose the Ice Cream men are coming in, but the French say they don't care 
whether they do or not as they will only fight Austrians. If they would send some Army 
Corps to the Vosges and Alsace they could release French troops for the Arras push, but they 
don't think they will do that. Evidently the only way to end the war is to kill Boches, 
consequently every Boche-killer sent to the Dardanelles is a man wasted.  
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Hence the intransigence of the politicians, still if the organ grinders put extra 
pressure on Austria, it may have a good effect. There is no doubt the Boche infantry have 
deteriorated but their guns and gunners are as good as ever and their machine gunners most 
powerful and wonderfully served.  

  

Percival Landon and John Buchanan appeared yesterday disguised in uniform and 
posing as correspondents. They now allow a gang of melancholy looking penmen to joy ride 
about the lines, but they seem harmless and have not got the blatant bounderishness of 
Benwell Burleigh and others of his type.  

The destruction of Ypres seemed to have impressed them but when one sees it every 
day, smells it every night, it loses any impression of interest. Still it’s an awful picture of 
wanton destruction and at night between the shells it is curious as there isn't a soul about. A 
few cats live in the ruins and you hear the nightingales or some other birds all night long. 
Heaps of rats come after the dead bodies and the smell is like nothing on earth.  

 

Transcript of a letter from Julian Byng to Francis Whitmore dated 
30th May 1915 from the papers of Sir Francis Whitmore  

30th May 1915 

My Dear Whitmore  

Very many thanks for your very kind letter about poor old Bang. It is very sad but I 
hear from my sister that the end was absolutely peaceful and painless. He was quite cheery 
up till 11 that night and then slept till 1 when he woke and complained of a difficulty in 
breathing and died in a couple of hours.  

I tried to find you on the 14th  to see how you were – but they put me in to command 
a section of the line and I could not get away – I was doing that till yesterday when all the 
cavalry (except the 3rd  Brigade) were withdrawn.  

Of course, you heard of the gas attack on the 24th  which caught the 1st  Cavalry 
Division so hard. They and the 2nd  are now resting after a very hard time and the poor old 
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3rd  are in again for about four days. However, they have recovered splendidly and are as 
well as ever.  

We can get no trace of poor Deacon – the ground has been searched over and over 
again – I am afraid he must have been buried.  

Look sharp and get well – and let me know occasionally how you are getting on.  

Yours sincerely  

J Byng 
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Chapter 3 

News Reports 

(Extracts from The Essex County Standard dated 
22nd May 1915 concerning the Battle at 

Frezenberg – Essex Records Office)  

Essex Yeomanry's Magnificent Charge 

German Trenches Captured in Face of Murderous Fire 

Enemy Held Up For Three Hours 

Regiment's Heavy Casualty List  

Thirty Killed - about 140 Wounded or Missing  

Lieutenant Colonel Deacon "Wounded and Missing" 

Near Ypres, in Flanders, on Thursday May 13, the Essex Yeomanry had a 
terrible ordeal and though the results were a list of over 160 casualties, 
including ten officers killed and at least twice that number of rank and file dead, 
the engagement is one which will be remembered as amongst the most gallant 
exploits of the war.  

It appears that the Essex Yeomanry, forming part of the 8th Cavalry 
Brigade (dismounted), were in the firing line for several days before May 13. On 
Thursday May 13, they had advanced to a position exposed from two sides to 
German shell fire.  

The only way to dislodge the enemy was by a bayonet attack. This was 
done in the face of a tremendous fire, and the German trenches were captured 
and held for three hours under terrific shell fire. The position having become 
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untenable, a retirement was effected with great difficulty and with heavy loss, 
but as one of the officers states:-  

" We accomplished our object of holding them up and effectually 
preventing any advance until reinforcements could come up".  

Throughout most of this time a cold downpour of rain took place.  

It is reported that the Essex Yeomanry received the warmest praise from 
Brigadier-General B Johnson who described the bayonet charge as " The finest 
thing he had ever seen".  

-------------------------------------- 

Lieutenant Colonel Deacon  

Lieutenant Colonel Deacon quite recently returned to the Front after a 
severe attack of influenza, to resume command of the Regiment, and much 
anxiety is felt respecting his fate.  

-------------------------------------- 

2nd Lieutenant A G Swire was the younger son of Mr and Mrs John Swire, 
of Hillingdon, Harlow. He met his death in a charge on foot by the 8th Cavalry 
Brigade.  

 

Major F H D C Whitmore  

Major Francis H D C Whitmore JP of Orsett Hall (wounded) is second in 
command of the Essex Yeomanry, having held that position since 1911, when 
the present Colonel was appointed. He was shot in the thigh, and has since been 
brought to a hospital in England. It is hoped the wound will not prove serious. 
Major Whitmore is a most popular resident of South Essex, and has taken a 
considerable share in public work. He is a strong supporter of agricultural 
organisations, having been the first President of the Essex Farmers Union, 
whilst for many years he has held the post of President of the Orsett 
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Agricultural Society. As a Justice of the Peace, he sits on the Grays Bench, while 
he is an active supporter of the Conservative Party. He is a well known follower 
of the Essex Hounds. Major Whitmore is a descendent of the ancient family of 
Whitmore, who were originally seated in Whytemere, in the manor of Claverley, 
Shropshire.  

------------------------------------------------ 

 Mrs Holt, Porter's Hall, Stebbing, has received information that her 
husband, Lieutenant Percy Holt, of the Essex Yeomanry, is in hospital, suffering 
from wounds in head and face.  

---------------------------------------------- 

Writing on May 15 to his father, Mr H J Tucker, of Spelbrook, Bishop 
Stortford, Trooper H J Tucker of the Essex Yeomanry, says:- "Will you just break 
the news, on my behalf, that my two comrades, Sergeant Stanley Newman and 
Corporal Frank Bird, have both been killed in action during a great charge, 
which took place two days ago. When there was a roll-call the whole regiment 
had 168 casualties - killed, wounded and missing; amongst them our Colonel 
and many officers. K Holland was wounded slightly, but Bob is all right."  

--------------------------------------------- 

The late Sergeant Newman was a son of Mr Francis Newman, of Moor 
Hall, Thorley, who has three other sons at the front.  

-------------------------------------------- 

The late Corporal Bird was the eldest son of Mr Frederic Bird of Thorley.  

------------------------------------------- 

Dunmow Yeoman's Account of the Engagement 

A Brilliant Charge  

Overpowered by German Reinforcements 
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Trooper Jack Mills, son of Mr Arthur Mills, corn merchant, Dunmow, is 
only 17 years of age and was known as the "baby" of the Essex Yeomanry at the 
front. Writing from the hospital at Clacton, where he lies wounded, to his 
father, he says:  

" I am once more in England. I was in that terrible battle of Ypres, where 
the Essex Yeomanry lost many men. On Wednesday we left our dug-out and 
marched to the firing line to dig support trenches. To reach the line we had to 
march through Ypres, which was one mass of flames, as it was still being 
shelled. Dead horses and men lay about in scores. We were digging trenches 
when a German star shell gave us away at midnight.  
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The Germans began a terrific bombardment. Our first line was blown up 
and occupied by Germans under their own fire. Our trenches then became the 
firing line. Shells burst overhead, and down went our chaps on either side. As 
the Germans came on, things looked bad. We were ordered to fix bayonets and 
charge. We had four hundred yards of perfectly open country to charge over, and 
machine guns mowed us down like ninepins. The charge slackened, but not for 
many seconds. On we went again. Next minute Lieutenant Percy Holt fell, Major 
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Roddick fell back dead, and the remainder of us reached the parapet of the first 
German trench.  

The Germans did not wait for the bayonet, but fled to their second trench. 
As we began to climb over the parapet Colonel Edmund Deacon and several 
others fell back dead, and I got laid out. German supports came up, and we had 
only twenty men in the German trench, and were soon reduced to twelve. The 
order was given 'Every man for himself; get back if you can'.  

Crawling on our stomachs and taking cover behind our dead comrades, 
we slowly retired. All this time it was raining hard, and for every spot of rain a 
shell fell. Halfway across we came upon a pal shot through the groin in terrible 
pain, and as we lifted him up, he got another bullet through the foot. We half 
dragged and half carried him to our lines.  

We were supported by the Durhams, and with another charge captured 
our first line which was blown up in the morning. We went to the trenches 290 
men; at roll-call only seventy-eight answered".  

--------------------------------------- 

Twelve Hours Under Continuous Shell Fire 

Colchester Trooper Describes His Experience 

Trooper Arthur T Wright of the Essex Yeomanry, who is at the front, in a 
letter to his father, Mr Frank wright, schoolmaster of Greenstead Road, 
Colchester, dated May 15 says:-  

"Just a line to let you know I am quite safe and well after two days in the 
trenches. We have been up in the line since Saturday, May 9. We were in the 
dug-outs for two nights, but part of the first night we went trench digging over 
the Yser Canal. They dropped one or two shrapnel shells very near us, but 
nobody was hurt. The next night we did nothing, but the following evening we 
went trench digging again, this time a lot nearer well under rifle fire, and our 
second-in-command, Major Whitmore, and two troopers were hit but not badly. 
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When we finished digging, we relieved some Hussars in the reserve trenches in 
the very centre of the horseshoe. Then we were for it, as the regulars say. The 
Germans shelled us from 4am till 4pm continuously. It was terrible. They 
shelled the Life Guards out of the first line, and took it, only leaving a handful of 
them alive. I don't think they mustered 30, poor chaps. About 3 o'clock we 
received orders to counterattack, and then we gave them their gruel. We ran for 
half a mile if not more in the face of an awful fire of shrapnel and rifles. We got 
the trench, but I am sorry to say we lost terribly. It cannot be described. We 
have only seven officers left unfounded, and two of them belong to A Squadron. 
Corporal Allen who comes from Horkesley was killed, he was my section leader. 
Sergeant Crees and I carried him to the ? and he died just as we got him there. 
He was the nicest and smartest chap in the troop, a favourite of everybody's. I 
think every man would rather they had been hit themselves if it would have 
saved him.  

There are only two of us left out of four in a section now, and Mr Hine 
and half the troop are wounded. Oh, it is awful to think about. Fred and I both 
have to be thankful that we got through without a touch. Our Brigadier said that 
it was the luckiest and most terrible charge by so small a handful of men since 
the war began, for the whole brigade only mustered about 600 men, and now to 
put us all together I doubt we would make a regiment."   

---------------------------------------------- 

"The Brigadier-General has said a lot of complimentary things about the 
way the attack was carried out, and I think he is right".  

----------------------------------- 

Braintree Sergeant's Extraordinary Endurance 

" It Was Like Being In Hell" 

Sergeant J H Moody, Braintree, writing from the Field Hospital in France 
on May 14 (the day after the charge) to his wife, states:-  
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" Just a line to let you know I am safe and sound. As a rule ill news travels 
quickly, and you may have heard that our regiment have been in a charge, and 
with other regiments drove the Germans out of their trenches. I believe we had 
a good many wounded; how many killed, I cannot say. Just before we reached 
the first line of German trenches a huge shell burst in front of me, stunning me. 
I remember coming to and lying in a hole with shells dropping all around me, 
and bullets flying over me. Somehow I crawled back to our first line of trenches, 
where I came across Sergeant Major? and several others who had been wounded. 
I managed to help them to the nearest dressing station. How we got there God 
only knows, as the place was being peppered with high explosive shrapnel 
shells. After leaving them I went back and got my haversack and coat. Found I 
had hurt my knee again. I don't remember any more until I found myself here. 
My head is throbbing very much; fancy I've neuralgia coming on, and I left those 
headache tablets with my kit. The ? worry me, but if I can get some sleep I shall 
soon be all right. It is very cold, and we have had no sleep for several nights. It 
was like being in hell! Don't feel up to writing more. Hope to see you soon"  

After writing the above, Sergeant Moody became unconscious and was 
brought back to England and placed in Cambridge Hospital, where he recovered 
consciousness. He has no knowledge whatever of leaving France or crossing the 
Channel. His condition is still critical.  

------------------------------------- 

Southend Trooper’s Account 

"Fine Fun Shooting Them Down" 

Trooper Stanley Blythe, writing to his mother at Southend says:-  

"On May 13 we went in reserve trenches and all the morning were being 
bombarded. The front trenches were practically destroyed, which made us the 
first line. In the afternoon we made the charge, though our numbers were far 
inferior. We took three lines of German trenches. We could not hold them long, 
however, for several good reasons, but the attack had the desired effect, and 
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stopped one on their part. We managed to do a lot of slaughter. The Germans 
did not wait for the bayonet, but fled in terror, and it was fine shooting them 
down as they ran. My mate's rifle got full of mud and jammed, so he threw it 
away and picked up a dead German's rifle and 100 rounds, and killed five with it. 
The other half of my section were wounded. Three hundred and seven of the 
regiment took part (the rest being with the horses) and 138 answered the roll 
call. The rest were mostly wounded (168), and there were only about 20 killed. 
Southend troop did not suffer very much but of 20 we had seven wounded and 
one missing we believe killed. Our officers suffered rather; we have not got 
many left. The other regiments who were with us - regulars - said it was hotter 
than Mons. Our Colonel is missing and we are afraid, dead. One major was 
killed of the two who went up. The other whom is now in command is very 
slightly wounded; in fact, he is trying to hide it. Not a man of the Essex 
Yeomanry turned back. Several of our chaps have helmets now.  

  

One chap had an arm broken and with the other he was hanging on like 
grim death to a German helmet.  

-------------------------------------------- 

Dunmow Man's Letter Home 

The Old Yeomanry Saved the Day 

Trooper Cyril Errington, Essex Yeomanry, son of the Dunmow 
Workhouse Master, writes home from hospital at Versailles: "The old Yeomanry 
saved the day. We made a charge and we took the German trenches. It is the 
first charge I have been in."  
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Chapter 4 

Extracts from the Essex Yeomanry 

World War 1 War Diary 

Brielen  

Monday 10/5/15 

Rested during day. Night dug trenches by Yperlee Canal.  

 

Tuesday 11/5/15 

Rested. Draft of 12 horses arrived to B echelon.  

 

Wednesday 12/5/15 

Southend Dunmow and Tiptree troops and a few OR’s total 68 joined 
regiment under 2nd/Lieutenant Holt. Regiment rested by day and at night 
proceeded on foot to dig connected trenches N of Hooge.  

  Thursday 13/5/15 

Retired from digging the GHQ line of trenches E of Potijze strength of 
Regiment in trenches 302 all ranks including 17 officers. Very heavily shelled 
from dawn to 6am. Part of 7th Brigade holding advanced trenches shelled out 
during morning. 8th Brigade ordered to make a counter attack and retake them. 
Started 2.15pm. 10th Hussars on left EY centre Blues on right. EY and 10th 
doubled all the way to enemy trenches about 1000 yards distant. Germans 
retired before Brigade reached trenches. Regiment could not get in touch with 
Blues on right. Germans bombarded retaken trench until dark. 10th and EY less 
B Sqn retired to line of dugouts in front of GHQ line about 6pm thence to GHQ 
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lines after dark. Captain Ruggles Brise and Lieutenant Thompson with about 10 
men held advanced position by ruined houses lying in shell holes till after dark. 
They kept back the German infantry the whole afternoon retiring after dark to 
rejoin rest of Regiment. Regiment held GHQ trenches during night in 
conjunction with company of Durham Light Infantry. Remainder of A echelon 
went up from Le Croquet to join Lieutenant Wedd’s command.  

 

Friday 14/5/15 

Occupied GHQ trenches until relieved at 9pm by 2nd Cav Div to Huts 
South of Vlamertinghe arriving about11.30pm. Casualties May13th/14th  

 
 Killed Wounded Wounded & Missing Missing 
Officers 4 5 1 - 

Men 29 95 15 11 
Total 33 100 16 11 

 

Total all ranks = 160  

The following were the Officer casualties:-   

Lieutenant Colonel E Deacon wounded and missing 

Major F H D C Whitmore - wounded (night of 12th/13th) 

Major A Roddick - killed (while leading charge) 

Captain (Adjutant) Steele - wounded (severely)  

Lieutenant R Edwards - wounded (lay out for 24 hours) 

Lieutenant V Hine - wounded (morning of 13th slight) 

Lieutenant G S Johnson - killed  

2nd/Lieutenant G Reid - killed (MG Officer)  
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2nd/Lieutenant P Holt - wounded (severely)    

2nd/Lieutenant Swire - killed  

 

Vlamertinghe  

Saturday 15/5/15  

Regiment in reserve, rested, cleaned rifles, made up equipment from A 
echelon.  

 

Sunday 16/5/15 

Captain R G Proby, 2nd/Lieutenants T F Buxton and F C Meyer arrived 
from B echelon during night. Captain Proby took command of C Sqn. 
2nd/Lieutenant Buxton was posted to MG section and 2nd/Lieutenant Meyer 
was appointed Acting Adjutant. Regiment rested, rifle and kit inspection. 
Equipment made up. The following was read to the Regiment on parade by the 
OC. “The Brigadier wishes to express his great admiration for the part played by 
each regiment in the attack made by the Brigade to regain lost trenches and his 
sympathy with the regiments for the loss of so many valuable lives in all ranks 
by driving the Germans out, who during the retreat suffered great losses from 
our artillery and by preventing them from consolidating their position in the 
trenches that they had captured, the Brigade had undoubtedly saved the 
situation. Had the Germans attained their object, the position of the whole 27th 
Infantry Division on the right would have been rendered very precarious. As it 
was the Germans retired so great a distance that we were enabled to establish an 
unbroken line during the night unmolested. The behaviour of the Squadron 
which maintained its position in the ruined houses although cut off until after 
dark and its subsequent withdrawal in good order was especially meritorious.  
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The following message has been received from the GOC 2nd Army. 
“Express my appreciation of the magnificent spirit shown by the troops today 
and the way they have stuck to their positions.”  

The following message has been received from the CinC of the Allied 
Forces. “ General Joffre expresses to the Lieutenant General Commanding 5th 
Corps his admiration and congratulations on the gallant stand they have 
made.”  

Signed H R Bethell  

Brigade Major 8th Cavalry Brigade  

  

The following NCO’s and men are especially commended for their 
conduct during the action of 13th instant:-  Major A Roddick for the pace and 
dash with which he led the attacks.  Captain A Ruggles Brise, Lieutenant R A 
Thomson, Sergeant Howard, Lance/Corporal Wardill, Private Smy, for their 
gallantry in holding an advanced position in some ruined houses until dark and 
after they had been cut off.  

Corporal Frost, Privates Schwier, Johnson and Dean for stretcher bearing 
under heavy fire. Privates Abbott and Wear for bravery and coolness in 
action. Privates Holland and Bates for useful reconnaissance and coolness in 
action. The following are also mentioned as having been noticed doing 
especially good work:-  

 
Sergeant Hoodge Sergeant Walker Lance Corporal Turnell 
Private Connel Private Middlecoat Private Tompkins 

Sergeant Pritchard Corporal Bird Lance Corporal Seabrook 
Private Holton Private Smart F Private Anning 

Sergeant Ledger Corporal Bosworth Lance Corporal Rex 
Private Manning Private Skinner  
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Major Buxton addressing the Regiment said that there was no doubt 
many men whose conduct during action had been worthy of special mention. 
The difficulty of selecting names, the impossibility of seeing all the acts of 
gallantry and bravery had almost decided him not to send in any names.  

 

Monday 17/5/15 

Wet day. Parade 3pm for exercise 2nd/Lieutenant C J Round returned to 
B echelon. Brigade with one Battalion of 151 Infantry Brigade constituted 2nd 
mobile reserve. Degree of readiness 45 minutes. Search party went out to look 
for the Colonel and others missing, no result.  

 

Tuesday 18/5/15 

Wet day 8am – 7pm. 10 shells each time. No damage. 11.30am parade for 
exercise. Lt Thomson left for B echelon. 2nd/Lieutenants Gilbey and Tufnell 
joined regiment from B echelon. From 7pm Brigade with one Battalion 151 
Brigade constituted 1st mobile reserve. Degree of readiness 20 minutes.  

 

Wednesday 19/5/15 

Exercise Brigade becomes 2nd mobile reserve at 8am.  

 

Thursday 20/5/15 

7am 50 men to Ypres to make up main road. 10am relieved by another 
50. First relief and remainder of Regiment made dug outs near huts 7pm. 100 
men to Ypres for trench digging but were not required. Returned 9.30pm. 10 
shells in town about 8pm.  
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Friday 21/5/15 

Dug outs completed. Paraded 7.45 to embus and return to billets at Le 
Croquet arrived about 2pm.  

 

Le Croquet   

 

Saturday 22/5/15 

A and C squadrons changed billets.  

 

Sunday 23/5/15 

Voluntary church parade at Blaringhem  

 

Monday 24/5/15 

Squadron arrangements. Kit and saddling cleaned. Parade of horses for 
casting. Armourer inspected rifles of A Squadron.  

 

Tuesday 25/5/15 

Squadron arrangements. Armourer inspected rifles of B and C Squadrons. 
Private McCarthy awarded 7 days field punishment for disobeying orders.  

 

Wednesday 26/5/15 
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Parade of transport 9.30am for inspection by Brigade Transport Officer. 
11.30 Regiment less transport paraded full marching order GOC Division (Major 
General Briggs) inspected them.  

 

Thursday 27/5/15 

Regiment paraded dismounted at 10am for route march. 9.30pm received 
notification that 3rd Cavalry Division would take over part of trenches NE of 
Ypres on night of 29th and 30th.  

 

Friday 28/5/15 

Major G G Gold returned and took over command of the Regiment. 
Lieutenant Wedd went with Staff Captain to recce roads through Ypres. 
Lieutenant C N Gilbey went up at 6.30 to take over trenches.  

 

Saturday 29/5/15 

Following officers and men embussed at 11.30 to proceed to trenches, 
Major Buxton, Captain Proby, 2nd Lieutenant Buxton, 2nd Lieutenant Tufnell 
and Lieutenant White (RAMC). 45 OR’s from A Sqn 35 OR’s from B Sqn 40 
OR’s from C Sqn 10 OR’s from machine gun section  

 

Ypres  

This party went as a Squadron and on arrival at debussing point was 
attached to 7th Cavalry Brigade. They marched from Vlamertinghe to the 
ramparts at Ypres between the Sallyport the Pont-de Lille. Machine gun 
section was attached to 2nd Life Guards and marched to trenches E of 
Zillebeke. MG section of Yorkshire Hussars (Lieutenant Preston and 26 men) 
joined B Echelon and were attached for duty and rations.  
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Sunday 30/5/15 

Heavily shelled all day. One man wounded. Working party at night to 
clean up Ecole de Bienfaisance.  

 

Monday 31/5/15  

Rifle and respirator inspection. Major H F Wickham 1st King’s Dragoon 
Guards appointed to command Regiment. Four wounded men from action of 
13th returned to duty.  
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